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Some Rez.zerions on A late 
P amphlet, called, T he State 


of the Moral IVorld conſidered. 


prove, that there is nothing that can 
properly be 'called Sin or Wickedncis 
in the World 5 That we improve in 
|! Experience by our Vices and Faults, 
= hut are not to be pyniſhed for them 
(Pas. 12.); That we do nothing but what God de» 
figned we ſhould do (Pag. 32.), every Thing coming 
| fo-paſs according to the Fore-knowledge and Decrees 


of God, which cuts off Accountableneſs and pofitive 


Pur.iſhment (Pag. 12.) 3 That there is no ill Uefign 
. or Intention in our Actions (Pag. 22.), the Mind bes» 


. Ing under an unerring moral Neceflity of being deter- 
_ mined by that Motive, which ſeems to carry the moſt 


Good with it (Pag- 13.), or of aRing upon the beſt 
; Motive we can diſcover (Pag. 15.), £95. And all this 
| together is called, being in a State of Diſcipline, or 
training up to Virtue, (Pag, 32.). This will appear 
by tranſcribing a Paragraph or two, | / 


In Pag. 12+ having faid that the Defire of Hape 


pineſs is the Principle that Men a& from ; the Aus 
| thor adds, © But being imperfe&t Creatures, z. e. 


” © Roy « limited . 


_— 


—2"HE Deſign of this Performance is to 
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« limited in their Powet and Facultics, 'tis impoſſible 
© but that in ſome Cafes they ſhould not diſcoyer what 
x £..ie-for their real Good and Happineſs; and fo fall 
[ ** jnto Vice, by- miſtaking their true Happineſs, and 
'S +E*doing that which brings ſome Degree of Miſery 
; + upon them; and this Puniſhment, the natural 
; '& Conſequence of Vice, will be for their After. good, 

-*© by teaching them how to a@ in the like Caſes; 

+* thus every. new. Experience will teach then” to 

* purſue their Happineſs more ſteadily. In all this 
* there will be found no other Evil but that of ne- 
« ceflary Imperfe&ion in Greatures fill improving 
by. Diſcipline ; which as molt conſiſtent with the 
© perfeft Goodneſs of the Creator, with every Thing's 
© being perfe&ly good in its Kind, and with every | 
« "Thing's coming to paſs 'according to the Divine 
& Fore-knowledge and Decree, which cuts off all 
&« Accountableneſs and poſitive Puniſhment.” And 
in Pag. $, having ſaid, * The only Defign God could 


* have had in'creating ſuch a Variety of ſubordinates 


« Beings was'to communicate to each of them the Hap- 

_ ® pineſs their ſeveral Natures were capableof : ” He 
ſubjoins, © I am fo fully convinced of this, I ſay, 
har | cannot agree with them in ſaying, That by 

| « the Abuſe of the Faculty Liberty, with' which 

| « rational Creatures are endued, they have introduced 

& moral Evil, 2. e. Sin and Wickedneſs fnto' the 
&'World, contrary to God's Intention, and by 'this 

| * ſubverted the ' Order and Harmony eſtabliſhed 
| «©. jn the Creation. Is not this a Contradittion'to in- - 
| £ finite Wiſdom and Power, who could' not fail to 
#7 contrive and execute the Means ef a good Inten: 


 _ xan Liberty are brought in, 


s 


Here the Divine Preſcience, an Decrees, and ha- 


__ add dangerous Diſcuffion ; The Concluſions are pretty 
. darge and weighty, the Reaſons leading to them a 
little ſhort ;, and in ſome Points aſſerted Experience 
_ and Obſervation ſeem to be on the other Side. This 

laſt Particular I beg Leave to notice, and in as few 

Words as may be. The Preſcience and Decrees aro 


above my Reach; and they ſhould be touched upon, 
even by the greateſt Hands, with much Gaution : 


Of Liberty we may venture to ſpeak more freely, 
| as being 2 Power belonging to our felyes. _ | 
' _ And, F:rfl, From this Scheme thus laid down 


| (as in Page 12.) it would follow, that Men would 


never fall into the ſame Vice again, at leaſt not after 


their having once diſcovered that it was Vice; for 
Jgnorance is made the Reaſon, why they fall inta 
Vice; and it is affirmed, that every new Experienco 
will zeach them how to purſue their Happineſs more 
ſteadily, or how to a& in like Caſes afterwards : 


| And upon this Account it 1s concluded, that we are 


Creatures {11 improving by Diſcipline, not ac- 


_ countable for our ARions, nor liable to any poſitive 


Puniſhment. But what ſhall we fay to the particu- 


| Jar Caſe, where Men, by repeated AQts of Vice, con- | 


trait Habirs of it, inſtead of being taught and made 
wiſer; and at length go out of the World hardened 2 
It is needleſs to go far back in Hiſtory to find out ſuch 


a3 have degenerated into dreadful Monſters. According 


to the Reaſoning here, theſe ſhould be the beſt Men, 
having had' moſt Experiences. Or 1s it that they 


were ignorant all the while that they acted a wicked 


Part ? .How. many do we ee that cry out quinn ſuch 
and ſuch Crimes, and yet are found out a 


be guilty of them themſelves ? Suppoſe a Set of 
Gentlemen of eaſy Fortunes and liberal Education, 
| ſhould conſpire to betray the Truſt repofited in them, 

and ruin Numbers of innocent Perſons, taking all the 
Caution poſſible not to be detedted ; Could ſuch be_ 


Ignorant 


hings of a difficult 


terward to 
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And belides, it would alter the whole Scheme. 


C03 Re 
ignorant that this was a Piece of horrid Villany? 
This is an'Age wherein the Theory of Morality, 
at leaſt, is' perfeAly' undetftood 5 therefore, accord- 
Ing to this DoCtrine, it ſhould be'moſt virtuous ; for 
Pzriuve and moral Praftice would always be in Pro- 
portion to Knowledge. Notice the Import of the 
Words, —*© But being limited Creatures, it is 1m- - 
* poſſible, but that in: ſome Caſes they ſhould not 
© diſcover, £9c.” Fhat is, I think, in all Caſes where 
they can'diſeover, Men a&@ virtuoufly. How partial 
a Repreſentation' this! Noth not. Drunkenneſs, to 
give a conimon Inftatice, carry its Puniſhments, and 


| Its fatal Experiences along with-it ? Yet of what do | 
we coritratt ftronger or more incorrigible' Habits ? It 
' bs certainly ſomething elſe than the Want of Know- 
ledge and Experience that makes us become vitious, 


and 'much more that makes us ' continue ſo : Other. 


wiſe in polite and” populous Places, Vice ſhould be 


Farer, and more: Horror ſhewn at it, than in the 
Fertiote and barbarous Parts of the Country. Or, 
Laſtly, Is this 'that I have named, 922. That Men - 
by repeated Afts of Vice contrat Habits of it, in- 
ftead of being reformed and: taught how to ſhun it in 
like Caſes afterward ; is 'this, I fay, a particular 


_ Caſe? Or 18 it hot rather generally true ? Who re- 


forms and Srows better from''Fxperience and more 


© Knowledpe, 'a few only excepted, .who are looked 


upon as either whimſical or Feeveſh? The Suppofition 


then, upon which this State of Diſcipline is in a 


great Meaſure raiſed, ſeems noways true, as far as 
we know Men; and I think the Author ſhould 


| have noticed it in laying his Scheme. F 


It will perhaps be ſaid, *© That this Life is not 
* the State of improving by Diſcipline ; and that 
« after Death is the Time we begin to get our Know- 
* ledge and Experience of what is for our Happineſs.” 


But neither would this be true; as was obſerved 


juſt now, we know better than we praftiſe even here : 


The 


' The main Deſign is to ſhew, that Things are a» well 
here as they can be, ſo that we cannot be called to 
an . Account. © In all this, ſays the Writer, there 
6 will be found no other Evil, but that of neceſſa- 
© ry Imperfeftion in Creatures ſtill improving by 
« Diſcipline.” And more EENEY afterwards, 


(page 23.). ** For-(ſays he) if Things are wrong in 
« this State, it is a ſhrewd Preſumption that t 
 & will be always fo, elſe _ muſt ſay that he is 
< another. Sort of Governor who ruleth in the next 
©« State, than he who governeth in this. Harmony, 
« Order .and Deſign muſt be begun here, elſe we 
© can never expect -that they will be improved in 
« the other World. . So that upon this:Scheme where 
« every Thing is as. good as can be, 8&9. This Hy- 
othefis takes in particularly our . preſent Stage of 
 ©,7 7 ai where Things are as good 4s can be, and 
the Manner of Improvement is alerted to be, by 
teaching us how-to aQ in /zke Caſes afterward. .-: 
. But = I think, a new. Difficulty will appe 
to many, how. ſuch a State of Diſcipline can be car- 
ried on into the other World... Or ſhall we be in 
Hazard of aQting fraudulently, oppreſſively; of Cruek- 
y, Blood ſhed, Ec. there, in caſe we have not got. 
nowledge and Experience enough of theſe Things 
here? or. ſhall we be :9zrzous to Eternity; fill» ac + 
ting ſomething. wicked” and finful; that we may fill 
be in a. State of ,Diſcipline,.. always improving/ in 
Virtue and Knowledge [Sa our Vices, or from the: 
Puniſhment they bring. along with. them ?. See again 
the Scheme in Fage. 12,!. 'This is.certainly- the State: 
Diſcipline. cxprrly deſcribed. here, "The Authar-. 
ould have been. a little more ;preciſe in determin« ' 
ing where ſuch. «.-State of. Diſcipline will end; on. 
if it will end: for as the. 2mproving-Part. of it dodls:: 
not Teem, to. agree. to. the. Preſent State, the ſinneas* 
Part of it ſeems not to agree: to the Frurnure: - And; 
yet. he ſays Zage 22. That all Orders of ſubordinate 


Beings, will. bs. going on- while they-'exift, by: a 
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| State of Diſcipline and Experience to attain mors 


and more Knowledge to purſue Happineſs; and that 


- A 6 . © ' 
It ſeems altogether inconfiftent with the PerfeQtions 


of the Creator to annihilate his Works. If then out 
whole endleſs Exiſtence is.a State of ſuch Diſci» 
Ivo and of Experience ſo acquired, -it- would 
leem that the mote Sin we commit; we ſhall have 
the . more Knowledge to purſue Virtue; ' and the 
Ways of doing ill are inexhanſtible: Ot we ſhall at 


length be out of this State of Diſcipline; having got 


thro' the infinitely many Ways of doing Wrong. This, 


| It is owned, would be a ftrange Way of becoming 
good by infinite Tranſzreſſion: And yet what he lays 


own ſeems to lead direQly to-it. - Another Author 


of late pretended to ſhew the Benefits and Advanta: 


Yes arifting from ſeveral Sotts-of Vices: But never 
any Body before endeavoured to carry the Uſeful- 
neſs of ſinning ſo high. What a Source of Encou» 
ragement for ſinning.on here; in order to: become the 
better for it hereafter, by acquiting Knowledge and 
Happineſs! Men that have ſinned luſtily, as Calzgula, 
Nero, Ec. bid fair to be the brighteſt Spirits; they | 


got the Start in this Method of Improvement in 


Virtue. I do not apprehend how this Do@rine 


" can do much good to Mankind in their preſent 


7 TD. | P 
As to what is ſaid; that there is no evil Intention. 
in Nature, by which is meant, whatever Miſchief _ 
« Man may do to others, he hath no evil Intention a- 
ozinft. them, but only a Deſign to purſue his own 


Happineſs, tho'* in a miſtaken _ Way, Page 22, 235 


It ſhonld be well confidered whether this 2Þ:loſo# hz- 
cal Talk is perfetly agreeable to matter of. Fact, 
and every Thing that has happened in the World; 


| or how, notwithſtanding of ſuch a ſpecious Flouriſh, 


one will account for 'Pheriomena like theſe, A Man 
burns a City in a Jeſt, or for the Diverſion of the 


Sight, and .to ſee if it anſwers the poeti.al Deol 


tion of « City in Flames. A Man wiſhes that thoſe 


whom 


\ 


OSD £ 
whom he ſhould Fm 1 aefend, had but one 
common Neck, that it. might be cut. aſunder-at one | 
Blow. .-A Man. invites a whole, Nation: to cele- 
brate his Marriage, and wirhour Provycation.endea- 
vqurs to.cut them all:to Pieces, £9. . The Truth 18, 
Men. are capable. to. arriye. to ſuch a Height of 
 Wickedneſs, as to be miſchievous out of Wantonnefs 
ard. Gaity of, Heart. , Let the Writer notice. the 
pp: tha, Account of one of the Men, here ſpoken of. 
* He uſed. (ſays . the Hiſtorian) . openly to. lament 
'* the Condition of ,his Times; that they were not 
© rendered remarkable by ſome. publick Calamities: 
« Complaining. that . Anygnſtus's: Reign was made 
* memorable by the Yarian Slaughter, .und Tibe- 
 * zus by the Fall of the Theatre - at; F:dene ; but 
**. that the Proſperity, of his own would. ſink his 
«* Name in Oblivion. Therefore he wiſhed for a 
& Deftrudtion. of. Armies, ,a' Famine, a Peſtilence, 
& and for terrible Fires, and Gapings of the Earth. 
« In his Diverfions: and Entertainments for. unbend- 
& ing his Mind, the ſame Barbarity. appeared thro? 
« all his Words and Actions. , Perſons were often 
* examined by Torture before his Face, .as he was 
 « at Dinner, or Reygelling, &c. Or if- it. ſhould 
be contended that Men propoſed - to themſelvee 
Pleaſure from theſe monſtrous and unnatural Crimes 
yet is jt not the Perfeftion of Wickedneſs and evi! 
Intention 'to take Pleaſure. in the Havgck, of the 
Species, in treating them as the Boys did the Progs 
in the Fable? It is the genuine CharaQter of a Devil 
' to take Pleaſure in gratuitous Miſchief. What can 
it be aſcribed to, when a Man. hath it in his Wiſhes 
| ahd Endeavours to deſtroy. all the Bqoks and 
| all the Learning among Men? Let the Spring of 
ſuch a Defire be condeſcended on, according to the 
Principles here laid down. This ſeems neither to 
afford him. Pleaſure in Body or Mind, unleſs it be 
that of a Fury; or Caco-Demon. PE. 
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| We fee even in Children, who are ill educated, a 
'Defire of doing Miſchief, if not for Miſchief's fake, 
at leaſt for Sport and Diverſion; of exerciſing little 
Cruelties and Barbarities upon ſuch Creatures as tall 
In their Power ; of marring and ſpoiling every Thing, 
without their being the berrer for it in any Senſe or 
Reſpe&: What Malice and Blood-thriſtineſs' might 
not this 7MpProve 70, when they conre to be Men, if 
they happen'to be of hzgh Srarion, and are ſuffered 
to g6 on? Or ſhould we wait till they are improved 
in Knowledge and Virtue by theſe early Sallies ? 
Mot" Men would think a as oor CorreCtion 
- would be'very neceffary in ſuch Caſes: Altho* accord- 
Ty to this: Scheme, taken in its full Extent, they 
Thould' be allowed to get Knowledge and Improve- 
 ment"this Way. What' takes away Puniſhment in b: 
| the 'gredier Caſe, will take it away in the leſs, and 
il therefore Lofo#rfoly, if the Reaſoning here is good. 
IE Tf the new Form of moral Neceſflity (of which after- 
| wart) holds,” #-muft Hold. equally in all Ages, from 
i the Nartir6' of it 5 and "if we do nothing but what 
it. __ God deſigris we ſhould dv, this is equally applicable 
[3 fo Ch#ahoogand viper Fears, unleſs at our firſt ſetting - 
| out we are not worth the while of God's common 
Providence. "From this ſhort, accidental View of 
Chzl4hood and Efucation, we may ſee to-what it is 
owing that there- is- not "more evil Defire, and evil 
Aﬀettion in Nature*(ﬆs the Writer chuſes to expreſs 
it) and that, if our AWions and Inclinations FF. not 
get a right Bent 49d DireQion early, there would be 
evil Intention'enough in our Nature ; nor. are Things 
managed fo well,' that. there are not ſtil 700 many 
Examples to ſhew the: Truth of this; and that, if 
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if _ this Want of Culiure and ſerring-right were univer- 
| fal, all human AMvirs behoved ſoon to go to Con» 
| | fufion, The Author ſays, Page 14. © The Creature 
Ml. - ** does not, you know, give itſelf any Faculties or 
* Inclinations, but all 1s given it by the Creator, 


< who, as he is perfely good, could not give it 
E fe ee pn * any 


SN nn 49 * To SINN 
te any 111 ones.” I muſt be forgiven to think be makes 
a very wrong Uſe of this, to excſe us where we are 
90t excuſeable. We can not give ourſelves any Fa- 
culties, but we tay mz/apply thoſe given us: And 
there !s nothing more certain than that we may pert- 
vert. and corrupt our Inclinations, or even ſet them, 
right again, (though this 1s not ſo eaſy after cohtiary, 
Habits contrafted, it being much difficulter to make. 
fraight, than to keep fraight;) and all this by the 
Þretendedly impoſſible Power, Lzberty. But to re- 
turn to 20 evel Intention tn Nature, would it be oy 
Alleviation of the Miſchiefs that'would enſue, becauſe 
through early PraQice 'ar.d [long Cuſtom they had 
habitruated themſelves to take a perverſc Pleafute in 
adult and manly Cruelty ? Would this philoſophical 
Saying, *©Tho' there may be Vice in Afton, there 
&* is none in Intention,” cure allz or this, evety ons 
purſues his own Good; tho' in a miſtaken Way * Of 
» it not the Height of Wickedneſs, of pofitive Vice; 
to bring ourſelves to take Pleaſure in % Pait of o- 
thers, with no other Advantage, ſave that of ſatiefy- 
ing a precontrafted vitious Habit? If this/be enough; 
there 1s nothing that we may not be zmnocently 'guil- 
ty of, if we can bring ourſelves to take a degeherous 
Pleaſure in it: Nero might have pretended rhat the 
Purſuit of Þ2s Happineſs lay in butning Reme; os 
Caraealla, that his conſiſted in maflacring the” Par+ 
thians, who had credulouſly yielded to his preffing: 
Invitations to a Marriage Solemnity.,  —©- 

'Frem all this it appears, that the Pofition bf the 
worſt Aions having no evil Intention, abuſes the 
World moſt groſly, under Pretence of a new, finer 
philoſophical Notion ; for it is the Intention that 
| gives the Adtion, not only the Denomnation; but 
the Nature of fraudulent, cruel, barbarous : And 
hence it is that the Law chiefly regatds the 2n7mnus: 
The moſt hatdned Ryfian would Bluſh to have Re- 
courſe to this vew Topick 3 or plead the Juſtice and 
Fairneſs of his OP, when. he murdered the 
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unwary Traveſlcr for the Sake of his Money, rather 
than maintain himſelf by honeſt Induſtry : And are- 
not Philoſophers aſhamed to excuſe Men'and Reafſts ' 
of Prey, upon- the ſame Acconnt ? In ſhort, that the 
moſt immoral Ations have 70 cvzl Intentzon, pulls 
up the Roots of Morality, takes away the Diſtin&ti- 
on betwixt Juſt and. Unjuſt, Right and Wrong, Good 
and Evil; and opens a Door to all Violence and eng- 
MFC D> zo. Ret Tue 
q\ - It is difficult I think to purſue a falſe Scheme con- F: 
W111 ftently. Thus, tho! it is aflerted in this, that there - : 
Ml. is no-moral Evil, no Sin or Wickedneſs in the World 
wilt (Page 8, 10, 12.); yet in Page 2. of the Letter it 
| is complained that the greateſt Confuſtons and bloodi- 


ill eſt Mafſacres have ariſen from certain Opinions. This 
Ws indeed is the popular Cry of late; but this Man 
of ſhoald have been.aware how he joined in it; for if- 
'Y there” is no real Evil or Immorality in the World, - 
if' nothing but what 1s 20ſt conjiſtene with the Good and 


Improvement of :Mlank'ind,. and their becoming wiſer. 
and better;: or 1f no, Creature does any Thing but - 
what God: defigned. it ſhould do (Page. 32.) it will 
follow that it is perfe&tly needleſs to ſeek to alter the- 
Opinions of other; Men {not to notice in this Place, 
\ that on his Princtples it is ' impoſſible to effe& it ;)_ 
and that theſe Maſſacres and Confuſions ' are 90 21L 
Things, but really for tbe Good and Improvement— 
of thoſe perhaps who | perpetrare them, or ſurely of. 
thoſe on whom they. are perpetrated ; and that no for- 
mer Opinions can have an 111 Conſequence, nor new 
ones a better ; every [Thing taking that Iflue that God 
defigned it ſhould. - How can any Thing be an adomi- 
nable Source, : that 1s, I think, a Source of abomi-- 
 nable ARtions, on ſuch Principles firſt laid down? *: 
FE 1 PIE THE 4 ; Fe BURL 2h, SE; ce In- 
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* The Expreſſion is, *From this moft abominable Source have ae 
* rifen' the greateſt Confuſwns, and bloodieſt” Maſlacres;” - 1 think? 
t . ; = D F-4 one 


In a Word, a Man who undertakes the Defence 
of this State of Unaccountablenefs, ſhould not com- 


pan or quarre] with the Condition of the Moral 


Norld. He precludes himſelf, by the very Nature 
_ of . what he advances, from medlzng with Opinions 
and PraQtices; or rather, if he believes himſelf, 
when he ſays, Men do no other Thing than what God 
defigned they ſhould do, he ſeems to oppoſe theſe 
Defigns, and fight againſt the Creator; unleſs: 
he ſays God deſigned all the Contrariety among 


Men that ever was, or v2! bs: And then they - 


may go. together by the Ears, and worry one ano- 
ther ww2ih Authority: How one can extricgte him- 
ſelf out of ſuch a Labyrinth is not eaſy to be con- 
ceived. And univerſally, all Writexs for Impunity 


are guilty of this Inconfiftency, when they com- 


Plamn, and exaggerate certain Things that have 


| happened ; as if any Thing could be wrong, if no- 
thing needs to be redrefled. It cannot be other than 
abſurd to kear the ſame Man an Advocate for Im- 


punity, and yet an Accuſer of Men's Aftions, In' 
fine, the preſent Point comes to this Dilemma, either 
theſe Perfecutions, Mafſacres and Confuſions are - 


2picked ; contrary to the Scheme.: Or, when he re» 
preſents them as-ſuch, he is contrary to himſelf, The 
AQors of ſuch Tragedies are not accountable Crea-. 
tures, nor deſerve Puniſhment; they are in the Way. 
_ of Improvement, and purſuing the. Means ow it: 
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one may obſerve in this-Place,- that the Scheme of moral Neceſſity” 
which the Writer goes upon,' 7oads God with: all the 4bominations 6f- 
human Aftions as niuch as another Scheme of o/der Date, - Thar: 
was for exorbitant; Pains. and this for remiſs Impunity: But perhaps 
the: Patrons of the firſt will ſee their Miſtakes beſt in the Conſequen- 
ces of the-1econd; as it is:ordinary to ſee our own Faults on.our Netgh: 
bour's Back. "The impartial will confider whether. raoral Mos. * 
explained and applied' of late, 'are riot the Engines of abſolute Decree 
of | & philoſophical Attempt, as it were, to ſhew the formal Manxer 
how theſe Decrees are breught to palis.. This will bs better under: 
ftcod a little below, SEW 
I: 


\ 


ould be a Neceffry for Puniſhmentin 1t, doth this. 
Scheme 7em09e that RefleRion, when it is confefled> 
| that the Neceflity /ffi{-remains, or Society would be at 
an End?; This Pofition then of our not being account-. 
able Creatures, atrazgns humane Laws, or elſe it 
doth hor conclude: For, as was "ſaid before, what- 
ever takes away the Necellity of Puniſhment in the 
noeightier Caſe, will take it away in Things of Jeſs 
Moment ; and "therefore enfoer/ally. Take all tho 
Reaſons here affigned for Impunity in an After-ſtate, 
and if they are good, they arc as conclufively applied 
| to the #reſenr —Men never fin but through Miſtake. 
and Ignorance: This tends to their Reformation : 
They are taught by one Slip how to a& better when 
the like Caſe returns again: They do nothing hes: 
G1. what 


what God © 4 they ſhould do: What they do ia not 
evil or wicked: They will be going on in this Dif- 
cipline .and Improvement. to Eternity.—In all this 
why ſhould Men pervert and change the Ways of 


God? Or why ſhould his Creatures be more account- 


table to their Fellow-creatures, than to himſelf? 
Would not this DoQrine, if received, have « Ten- 
dency to make Men grumble, and ſtrake out againſt 
| being ſubjeRed to any human Government? Tell them 
that they are to have Tmpinizy hereafter, let their 


AXRQions be what they will ; #@y that thoſe AQione 


' are not ill, but defigned by God, the Means of be- 
coming perfeRer in Virtue ; and they will think it 
hard to have the Gallows for them Here. And this 


Way again all muſt end in Confuſion. So. far are 


theſe Principles from reconciling Man to Man, as is 
'Pretended. (See the Letter Page 2.) It may be ob. 
erved farther, I think, that none of the orber Ad- 


. . 


vocatesfor Lmponity have adverted to the Dog 297 of 


of their own Tenets in zhz5Reſpeft of human Puniſh- 
ments; for theſe take equally away the Force a ll 
human Laws: And it is remarkable that while theſe 
Principles deny 'the Reaſonablentſs. of Puniſhment 
' they naturally tend. to #zcreaſe the Neceffiry of. Box 


Sorts, human and Diyine. Such Repugnancy is: in- 


terwoven in them ! And though the Authors had 


obſerved this, they would - never . reconcile it other- 


wiſe than by recurring to down right Anarchy and 
Atheiſm. But 3 return. 3-455 "Ow [is abacus RY ben; ©v? 
Tf by this Scheme. Things mult eng, in Confufion 
here, how can_it reconcile us to the, nmer 
God Limſelf, or give.us- more. noble Notions of his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs? Though this is the main 
| Thing pretended, (leg the Letter 3474.) for on .the 
Suppofition of Puniſhment, God, is treated; with 
Vames, ſomewhat 'cavallierly, We expect, uo Re- 
refs for being . innocently } refled, 'mailacred ; or 


ppreflors are 207 , accountable z their AQ, 


\ 


ntable ; their Adtions not 
wicked z 7arher perfeRly confiſtent with the Deine 


Yovernment of 


- this ſeems alſo. to offer i 
- ##r, that Yzrgue often bears the Pains due to der 


I6 


FR WR : 
| and Decrees of God. Is it, let me aak, Tyrany t6 


puniſh. the 'Oppreflor ; gnd nor Tyrany not to reftrain 


_ the Oppreſlion ? 'To let the Innocent groan on? 'What 
"Thoughts of the Deity doth this ſuggeſt! He wi 
- * not puniſh Hzmſelf —the guilty, too: But hath his 
 Torturers of the Innocent, perfeAly agreeable to his 
Defigns ! —lt doth not ſeem ſo eaſy a Thing to mend 
\ the Conſtitution of the moral World, bs 
tightly imagine. LM 
 _"By'the Way w 


ne would 


; may, 1 think, make an Obſerva- 
tion, That whatever is ſubverſive of Society here can 


2ewer be God's Method of governing the World : For 
we are here by his Appointment and placing, and 
make 4 Parr of that Government; and it can not be 


1nconſiftent' or deftruftive of itſelf, 
_"Fhere is another Thing afſumed as certain in fog 
Scheme, which yet ſeems contrary to Obſervation an 


"Experience in this Life, 9/2. That Miſery, or Pu- 
niſhment, is the natural Conſtguence of all Vices in 
It (fee Page 12 and 25.); for if this is 207 true, 


and in ſo fa? as it is not true, it takes away the very 
Foundation of this State of Diſcipline : And It is is 


Far from being true, that ſome Men, ſecure by their 
qll-got Power, rather :7:umph in their Villainy, and 


pet | their. Vices dz2nzfied with honourable Names. 


It is long fince the Satiriſt ebſerved that while a /rtle 
Rogue gets a Halter for his Crimes, the grand F- 
{ain has his rewarded with a Diadem. There arc 
\ but few Men of a Sehſe quick enough to be uncaſy 
in, their. Minds upen the Commiſſion ' of Vice ; that 
requires Improvement and Habzts of Virtue: In' 0: 


thers, when their 'Wickedneſs is attended with 'SUC- 


ceſs, there is no Miſery conſequent here 3 they enjoy 


Health,” Eaſe, 'AMuence ; 7ay and often' Reputatt-, 


-on:; 'or if net, they . zeglef# it. This Confideration 


ſhould have come into ozes Mind, I think, who was 
ety; down ſuch => 5.70 And the contrary 'to 


elf to his Obſervation ; 70 


C0 
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 * 7irely cut off, 229. that brought from the pervert- 
' * ed Order of Things here, 


- Rights, by | niſhin Vice and rewardin 
To this 2B 9s @ 
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aid the Itiriocent ſuffer for the Guilty. . And this is 


o true, and Inftances ſoa remarkable, that Men /ering 

. 2b Readreſt here, and Suppoſing there was no After- 

_ Rate in which, to be tedrefled, have ol 

Ing of « God altogethet, This was the fr/t Riſe of 
Atheiſm. Now ate we not very ill-conditioned and 


have denzed the 'Be- 
hard to pleaſe ? If God is ſuppoſed to | any 
'hing, how flagitious ſo ever, he is tz 


\ that there is ſcarce a late 
Book on this Subje& that wants theſe Names : And 


If he is fuppofed 207 to puniſh, he is denied to be 
Any Thing but a Name. 


This is the Account :Þ55 IFriter gives of the State of 


the motal World; whichzas it appears to me, is neither 
 Eonfiſtent in itſelf, or conform td Experience, and the 
| Adtions cotimonly to be obferved among Men: 
Hence I think he is 214 rhe wrong when, he draws 
the fallowing Inference from it, Page 23. © Aﬀeer all 
 * (fays B.) Ithink by this View of Thitigs, one of 


« the 2rancipal Arguments for a future State is em 


f 7 ice often flouriſhing, 
« and Virtue falling into Diſtreſs, which infers a 
« future Stdte in which all Things ſhall be ſet to 
Virtue.” 
' *Was it true that the Order 
%* of Things is perverted hete, this Argument drawn 


©«{ from it inn Proof of a future State, in which all 
« 'Th ings ate to be fet to rights proveth #ather the 
* contrary.. For if Things are wrong in this State, 


« itis a /brewd Preſumprion that they muſt be al- 


4 hays ſo,” &c.—The preſent diſtempered State of the 


morsl World is too manifeſt to be denied; or difſem- 
bled ;' fo that when a Man's projefted Scheme depends 
6n its being otherways, it is ftrange that ſhould 
not abate of its Confidence of it. What? Will the 
Writer ſay 22 earneſt that Men never af againſt 


uct 


their Knowledge and Reaſon? Or that they always 
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& caprici- 
- , bus, arbitrary Being, a Tyrant, the Obje& of our 
| Fear atid Hatred, in fo __ 
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_ aQ upon the beſt Reaſon they can diſcover (Page 15)? 
| Suppoſe one of his Servants, in whom he put Confi- 
dence, ſhould' with. all the Semblance of Honeſty, and 
all the Cunning of Roguery, ſteal and embezzle what 
was committed to his Truſt, till he had well nigh 
ruined his Aﬀairs; would he appologzze for this good 
Man with the Philoſophy of Unaccountableneſs? Or 
rather would he not f7ankly give his Philoſophy the 
Lie in his PraQtice? And yet it muſt hold here, or 
no where, What excuſes in the weightzeſt Matters 
among Men, muſt be a full Vindication in Trzfles, 
as was ſaid above, It is really a pitiful Thing to 
| have our Philoſophy difproved from every common 
Afair in Life: And certainly all the Aﬀairs in Life 
muſt take a new, and hitherto unknown Turn, if 
this Scheme is good, In ſhort, when a Man enquires 
fairly into moral AQtions, as they ſtand recorded in 
Hiſtory, or are preſently praiſed, almoſt every Par- 
ticular 1s coutrary towhat he repreſents it. This is a 
ſhrewd Preſumption indeed of ſomething ; but does 10 
Manner of Harm to the Argument for a future State, 
ſaid to be entirely .cut of The DI2ſinnaton that if 
Things were wrong here, they ſhould always be fo, 
3s equal to an abſolute Affirmation without any Con+ 
| Gition, they are fo undeniably wrong : However it is 
an unſupported Afﬀtrmation ; For it 1s infinitely more 
neceflary that the perverted State of Morality ſhould 
| be rectified, than that Day ſhould ſucceed Night : 
The eternal Perfeftions ef the Deity require the 
one, and the other is but an arbzzrary Inftitution, 
He is much too poſitive end raſh in the following 
Page, when he repeats thus, © Upon this Scheme, [ 
ſay, a future State can only be built.” The Immor- 
' tality of the Soul is the weightieſt Truth within the 
Compaſs .of human Enquiry, by as much as an end- 
leſs Duration is more than that of 6o or yo Years; 
weightier than even zhat of the Exiſtence of the 
Deity irſelf, fince if all is extinguiſhed at once, we 
cannot have'extream much Concern whether there is 


a God, or not; we would” foch be incapable of his 
K.indneſs, or could at any Time put ourſelves beyond 
the Reach of his Power. And for a Man to decide 
ſo over-bearingly in this Sum and Chzef of all En- 
queries, to {ay it can only be built upon an idle and 
inconſitent Fancy of his own, in Oppoſition to a 
Proof agreeable to the Senſe of all Mankind, and to 
Reaſon itſelf, is any Thing rather than Sobrzery, and 
Caution of Enquiry. 6 
I know not if theſe Confiderations will be of 
Weight enough to prevent the compleat Treatiſe he 
ſays he defigns on this Scheme : However, in what 
follows I ſhall endeavour at ſomething more deci- 
five; and to 7ake away, if poſſible, the fundamen- 
_ tal Pretences for ſcepticizing in patural Religion and 
Morality. OT OR Ing | 
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A ſhort Atcount 'of the Spring of 


1 


whence Accountablenels. = 


| ba the foregoing Scheme, the State of Diſcipline 
_ and Improvement, that is of falling into Vice (Pag. 
72.) and being puniſhed for it, (ag. 31.) and thence 
reforming, is ſuppoſed to he carried on through all E- 
ternity.—*Who by Experience and Diſcipline (ſays he 
** Pag. 22. will be going on while they exiſt, 
* and it ſeems altogether inconfiftent with the Per- 
* fe&ions of the Creator to annihilate his Works, £90.” 
And fag. 31.—*By all this Perſecuxors and Oppreſ- 


* ſors will. be taught and puniſhed for their _ 


** befides when they ſhall come to the Knowledge of 


_ © their Error, which they will certainly do ſooner or 


'* later in this or another State, it will be Matter of 
© uneaſy RefleAion and Remorſe to them, for occafi- 
** oning ſo much Miſery to others, £9.” Now befides 
the Inconſiſtencies already obſerved, and not to menti- 
p that in this laſt cited place, he ſeems to join in the 

ymptoms and Conſequences of a State of Probation 
to his Srate of Diſcipline z there is an other tounda- 
mental * Miſtake, I ſuppoſe, runs through the whole, 
which renders it irreconcilable to it ſelf upon a new 
Score ; Namely, as he joins in Unacceuntableneſs and 
Improveableneſs in the ſame Scheme. © For we cannot 


þe improveable but as we are endued with Liber ys 


aad then we muſt be accountablefor the ſame Reaſon : 
And contrarily, if we aremot kcetvuntable, it muſt be 
pcenuſe we are upder Neceſſity, "and that makes us v4 


onal old LC tad di. 
Þ unitaproveable, So that Unaccountableneſs and 
- Improveableneſs proceeding from opfofire and znconfi- 
ſtent Reaſons, can never be competent . to, the lame 
_ Beings without a+ Repugnancy., And accordipgly, 
while he would ſhew. us #07 accountable, he ſuppoſcs 
we'can do nothing of our felves, but that we att as we 
.are neceffarily and unerringly derormened : And ca a 
he would make ys- improveable Cregtures 4gazn, 
nimbly ſuppoſes: that Impediment taken off, and that 
we have 4 native Power of oux pwn, which we can u- 
pon Occaſion exert. And any one will ſee that it is 
+mpoſſible td free the Nature of his Undertaking from 
this Contradiftion. OE Bs pate regy, zh 
This /aſf Suppoſition of his, 972. that the Soul has 
2 native Power of her own, will be plain if we confi- 
der the Force of his Expreſſions in, that Sag. 12. where 
he lays down hig Scheme.— ©*And this Puniſhment, 
© the natural Conſequence of Vice, will be for theix 
* after Good, by zeaching them how-to at in like 
 & Cafesz thus every new Experzence will teach them 
* to purſue their Happineſs more ſteady.” —What 
means Experience, 'Teachablenels, ' purſuing more or 
lefs ſteadily, if pot applied to free Beings ? Neceſla, 
ry Agents (if that were proper) may be ated, wrought, 
or Moved, but cannot be taught-ſo again.—*But being 
* limited in their Power and Faculties, 'tis impoſſible 
** but that in fore Caſes they ſhould. not diſcover, l 
* 8&c."—Here. is plainly intimated an Exertion of their 6 
pwn Power ſo far as it reaches, Nothing can be ex» I 
more in the Terms of Liberty and Self-determi-. F 
pation. I might alſo mention his Definitionof Liberty 
to this Purpoſe, but of that below. Nor is his o:her 
Suppoſition, tp wit, that we can do nothing of our 
. ſelves, but-as we are nece//arzly and wunerringly dee. 
termined, leſs plainz if we advert what Power of 
Aion he allows the Soul to have, which isjuft this 
much to: be determined by the greareſt moral Motive 
which is offered to her, and without which ſhewould | 
not aRt at all, offered (I ſay, and beg it may be _ 
a | ccd) 
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ed) by ſomething from Githout; for if ſhe her ſelf 
e>uld ſearch out for a Motive, or a Prepollency of 
Motive, to determine her to a, it is elaar ſhe afts 


- atready; or wills, direts, determines in this Search ; 


——and all without a determination. Por this fee Þag. 


23. where B. ſays —*And you likewife intimate that 


* every Aion of moral Agents comes to paſs by a 
* moral Necellity, as unerringly as any Effect in Na- 
< ture, according to the Dzvzne Decree, elſe there 


©. would be no Foundation for Preſcience.” A. an- 
ſwers, The Difference between the Exertion of the 


* Self-motive Faculty, and the Wills — the Ba- 
| And that any 
* 'Thing ſhould move the Body or Matter, an inert 
*© Thing, but the Will or Mind is impoſſible.” (Fol- 
lows what I would have confidered.} * And further, 
** the Mind cannot move the Budy to Attion, without 
* an [nclination or Diſpofition to move to one Aion 


" Y rather than another, as ſhe is determined by the 
_ # greateſt Morive, or that Motive that ſeemsto carry 


* the moſt Good with it. Whether Preſcience can. 


© be built on any Thing beſides rhis moral Neceſſity, 


* 1 leave you to explain.” And upon this Account 


he ſays in the following Page, That: Preſcience is the 


Cauſe of the moral AQion;' and in the preceeding. 
Page, that every Thing comes to paſs according to the 
Divine Fore-knowledge and Deexee, which he joins to-' 


gether as Canſes of taking away all Accountableneſs' 


and poſitive Puniſhment. And in pag. 16. he ſays, | 
If the Mind were not excited to Aion by fome Incli- 

nation or AﬀeCtion, ſhe would not att at all, being 
perfealy indifferent to all Aion ; and the Deſire ot. 

Happineſs' being her inſeparable Principle, ſhe wil 
always be neceflarily determined to a& by the prepol- 
lent Motive. From which it will follow again, that 
in Cafe of an Equipollency, ſhe muſt be pertely in- 
determined, indifferent, and therefore 2xert ; and 
the fame is to be ſaid in Caſes where ſhe has no Me@- 
tire: For then neither Thought nor external as”! 
et EY os rod awed IHR en "ll - 
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will enfue; Thought and Motion being eqzally Aftiohs 
And with Reſpe&t to Thought, or 2v2/{zng it ſelf, 
more explicitely at the Foot of Fag. 15. he ſays, *Bur 
4 then we are alſo conſcious, that we can not will o- 
therwiſe #1 any one Caſe, but as we are determined by 
the prevailing Motive, or that Motive which we at 
preſent think will be moſt for our Good. _.. ; 
* If then Men were under the »nerring moral Neceſſi- 
ty of being determined by the Motive that ſeemed to 
carry molt Good with it; it does not appear that e- 
ver they ſhould have Occaſion for Remorſe or 1neaſy. 
Reflefion, as is {xid in that 32. Pag. and as the Scheme 
fuppoſes; or of repenting of any Thing that ever they 
had done; Their . whole Life,” from the Beginning 
to the End, would be a Serzes of Adtions reſultin 
from a Chain of unerring and 2zeazrable Determina- 
tions, which they could not make better or worſe, and 
which, as it was not in their Power to alter, they 
could have no Reaſon to be ſorry for, —Let this once 
be confidered-—And further, were they to live it o- 
ver apain in the ſame Circumſtances, - + Thouſand, 
' nay Ten thouſand Times, it would Qtill be the ſame 
Thing : Norcould they take Warning in future Caſes, 
though ever ſo much alike, unleſs they were wner- 
ringly and nece/arily determined to this alſo. In that 
Scheme whers the Mindis made impotent to exert an 
A& ofitſelf,, and without being unerringly determined 
by ſomething elſe, it is needleſs to ſpeak of Improve- 
ment, taking Warning, or becoming wiſer and better z 
1t could not ſo much as reflect on former Miſcarriages, 
er turn its View to them, without being unerringly 
determined {till. If it could do but this much, their 
whole Scheme would fall to the Ground. So ripo- 
rous muſt this Neceſſity be, and ſo delicately tender 
are the Principles theſe Gentlemen go upon / For (let 
it be noticed) if it could exert but any ove Ad freely, 
_ and without a Motive, it would ſhew a Power, upon 
the Denial of which their whole Hypotheſis is builc. 
Ie might exert & lecond, and & third AQ, or any 


Number 
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Number of As, and go far ehough out ofthe Reach 


.bf their Neceffity. , They are not aware that, upore 
their, Principles, there muſk be a determining Motive 
for every:Fhing that the Mind does; for every 99- 


luntary Change of Thought or Idea, paſſing by the Im- 


propriety of applying Pa/untarineſy in this Hypotheſis. 


If thete is not, the Mind may leave the Conſideration 
of the determining Motive, and turn to the Confidera- 
tion of ſomething elle; becauſe it is not unerringly 


determined : And if there is, this ynerting Necellity 


mult run through all, 'and becomes univerſal as ta 


Limits, and as 2rreſi/tzble as abſolute Fate. So. that 


{pon this Scheme of moral-motive Neceſſity; taken 


in its genuine Extent, and within leſs Boynds than 
which it cannot confeſt, by what I have ſaid juſt now 5 


upon this Scheme I ſay, thinking would be zmpy/ibley 


| and there could be nothing in the 'Mind but 4 neceflary 


Train of mechanical, ſtupid Perception; one ſingle 
Idea remaining there, till diſplaced by another offer- 


ed ab extra, come whence 1t will ; fince the Mind. 
' Had no Power of it ſelf to turn ts the: Confideration of 


any Thing abſent, or bring it in View: In-g Word, 


this new Neceltlity leaves the Mind as 2nert a Thing 


«s Matter itſelf, with- the Addition only of a #a//ive 
Perceptivity or Senfe; juſt (to uſe a Compariſon in 
this abſurd Caſe) like a Looking-Glaſs that refles the 
Images of ObjeQs, as theſe are offered to it; but can 
rot move; vary- or diſpoſe them from the Order it re- 
ceives them in, And from what is ſaid already, let one 


- conſider with himſelf, whether ir was Po/able in the 


Nature of Things, for God to make thinking Beings, 
ſuch as we Men are, other than free Bezngs: I mean, 
endued with the Liberty and ſpontancous Power of 
Thought, in Oppoſition to the being determined in 


every Tranſition and Change of Idea, by moral Mo- 


tives offered ab extra (or evea ſought for internally, of 
which more immediately), and this much is enough to. 


conſtitute Liberty of the Aftions of the Mind, for 


Thought is the genuine AFttion of the Mind, And 


Ly 


in the mean Time, it ſeems altogether improper to 
ſpeak of a State of. Diſcipline' in theſe Ciionniance, 
or of getting , Improveinent and Experience from. our 
Primer Miſtikes.” That is the Lariguage of another 
Philoſophy; only borrowed and miſapplzed here z and 
ſup] ſes that Power of acting” withour a Mottve (2. 6. 
In Tif:rent Caſes) which I at/contending for. Whence 
1t appears' that this Scheme of Diſcipline and Unac- 
countableneſs is \made vp bf two contrary and' incoh- 
fitent Parts, Fare and Freedom, as was afſerted; - 
; Before woah further, it'is fit to obſerve, 'that"the 
Queſtion is not here,. whether ever we are determined 
by moral Motives or not ? Nobody denies that we are 
ſometimes? and if we wete'oftner thus determined, it 
would be the better: But the Queſtion is; whethet 
this Determination rezgns throughout; foi that the 
Mind cannot exert an A of it ſelf; withorit ſuch'De- 
termination ? And alſo as to'the Manner of it, whe- 
| ther it is irfef{ftible, or unerring, as in Conſequence of 
& Decree ? For unleſs it 'is_thus itrefiftible, their 
Conclufion ftilt Þaulrs, and their Neceſſity -will "be 
a ſtaggering, uncertain Thing, contrary to the Na: 
tiire of Neceſſity. And the Point being thus limited, 
the Argument is brought into narrow Bounds. © For ei: 
ther the Mind car: ct ange the ObjeR'of its Percep- 
_ tion freely ; Or it.can noe. *If it can, this Power may 
| he repeated again and again ; and the whole Schems 
falls to Pieces : If it, cannot, then we ate neither ac- 
countable not improveable, tid all the Conſequences 
E juſt now named will follow, and theſe moral Mo- 
tives are thus, as it were, certain #noi/ible or ideal 
Engines to work the Mind Withal, like a Piece of 
Mechaniſm ;, the Machinery (it I may fo ſay) of Fate 
ot abſolute Dectees 3 a Play of Words tv make us 
fancy that all the Appearances we obſerve about 
our Minds are recontileablc to inevitable Deftidy : 
And that I think, which has made this take the 
| more, . is the very Sound of the Wotds; Moral Mo- 
tives, which looks as if there were ſomething very 
| | _ | __ moral 


o 


id WIE ae. 
moral in the Scheme, or that favoured human Li- 
berty ; though this is a poor, childiſh Deceit. Mo-_ 
| ral Motives import, that the Mind has Elezonr; 
| - andall EleQion ſuppoſes Freedom and Indifference 
| before-hand, to cha aright : But if the Domznzor: 
i of theſe little, imaginary Engines is ſuppoſed wnz- 
_ _ eral, the Mind is conſtazily in Fetters, with the 
_ Eparbet and Badge Rtill of Liberty, and this 2400- 
[- _ - edged 'Sophiſm, which turne on the Sound of a Word, 
L — "Leger tie-main-like, ſhows. you the Mind upon thie 
'k Bidagrer, and upon that bond inffrons, as the Mounte- 
 bÞank (if I may be allowed to uſe that Term) pleaſes 
' £0 'turn-it, When he would ſhew you the Mind 
bi free,” he tells you the Advantage of being determined 
Wo by: motel. Motives : But when he would 1-t you ſee 
F _ it: undef Neceſſity again, he tells you it cannot ſo 
nuch as will, without a prevailing Motive to de- 
termine mecefarely, unerringly; To that its chuſing is 
the' Man at the Back of the Curtain mowing rhe 


1 Prifpet. For both theſe ſee Page 15. and the Note 
iy To come a little nearer then, in order to ſhew that 
z we hare a Power to «Qt in Caſcs indifferent ; That 
i this Power 1s abſolutely neceſſary to our being deter- 


2 mined by moral Motives 3 That the Origine of mo- 

2 ral Evil is ow#7g to the. Abuſe of it, or extending it 

i | too far, and not adhibiting the Conſideration of moral 

i= Motives in weighty Caſes z and, if poflible, to ſay 

= ſomething to ſatisfy the great ſceptical Queſtion, 

x _ How came an infinitely perfe& and good God to make 
Creatures that ſhould be liable to Puniſhments ? In 
order to this, I ſay, it will be proper to confider 
the Definition of Liberty, Thus poſſibly more than 
one Pamphlet may be anſwered at once. B. fays, 

j Pax. 10. © Liberty is defined to be a Power of be- 

#F « ginning Motion, or a 'Self-motive Paculty, or a 
| mo ung AQingsz which Faculty or Power is ex- 

| * erted freely upon the laſt Judgment of the Under- 

s' * ſanding.” 1 ſhall not ſtay to notice the Force 
; a and 
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and Extent of the Word freely here, or if it is con- 


 fiſtent with the being neceſſarily determined by the 
prepollent Motive, as is ſaid, Pag. 16. but oblerve, 


that while they have defined Liberty to be a Power 


_ of Atting, .or beginning Motion, moſt People have 
_ confined Afz0z to Morton, or the beginning Motion, 
which: is but one Speczes. of it; reckoning it only 
A&ion, when the Command of the Will . was ex- 
crted upon the Body in producing ſome external: At 
by Motion. * This is notgoing to the Fountain-hcaa, 
but ſtop ing at the Stream ifluing from ic, and taking 
that inſteadof it. The Mind'is the ative Being, the 
Principle and Source of Afion, and often aftive by 
itſelf, without exerting its Command upon the Body, 
or producing Motion in it. Thinking therefore 1s 
Action ; and we ſay with all imaginable Propriety, 
ſuch an one is buſy Thinking, and this generally 
moſt, when there is leaſt Motion exerted about the 
Body. What Thinking is I need not-deſcribe ; every 


one feels and 18 conſcions of the Thing';z and I ſhall 


ſpeak of it entirely conform to Experience. 'Thus 
every Man will be J udge in this hitherto perplexed 

_ Since thenThinking is Aion, the Power of Think- 
ing on this 'Thing rather than that, and that rather 


Power or Faculty called Liberty, which is firſt and 
chiefly in the Mind, without Reſpe&t to Motion. 
And that the Mind cannot exerciſe this Power with- 

out the laſt Judgment of the Underſtanding is a Con- 
AB OH. Rs [ns Dz _ tradictions 
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* I do not mean Here that this Definition is not good, but that moft 
Men only conſider one va f it. It is in Subſtance Dr. Clarke's (ſave 
what is added about the la Jad ment of the UnJlerſtanding) who ſays, 
0 It is impoſſible but there: muſt be in the. Univerſe ſoms Being, whoſe 

* Exiſtence is founded in the Neceſſity of its own Nature, | and: who 
: being a&ed upon by nothing barony itſelf. muſt' of Neceſſity have in 
itſelf a Principle of Acting, or Power of beginning Motion, which is 
_ * the Idea'of Liberty.” Kn 
Li berty. 


. 


than rhis, with much Latitude and Variety, is the 


d this great Maa is the bet Defender of 
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tradjion; for that is, it could not think till it' had 
deliberated whether it ſhould think or not, which 
1s already Thinking. This ſeems in Part to take of 
the Impediment, with which they had clogged Li- 
| berty. Andit is no leſs a ContradiQion, that a Man 
_ cannot. cn the Obje& of his Thought, diſmiſs 
one Idea, and conſider another, without calling in the 
praftical Underſtanding to determine him what to 
conſider, or a moral Motive ſhewing-him that it was 
avon ne: to all others; for that would be already. to 
Hare changed it, in ſeeking for a Motive: to change 
it: Hereabouts (in theſe two Caſes, to wit, of begin- . 
ning, or changing Thought) they muſt fix the Origine 
of their univerſal moral Neceſlity, elſe it will never 
take Root: And theſe Contradiftzons occurring will 
hinder them, I ſuppoſe, from ever fixing it here. 
For it'is ſo true, that we do not wait for a ' moral 
Motive in the Change of Thought, that a Man will 
find it a very difficult 'Thing to keep one ſolitary. 
Perception in his Mind, for any conſiderable Time, 
- excluſive of all others... The Mind rather exerciſes 
this Power quickly, imperceptibly, arbitarily. Or 
let a Man try to keep an abtruſe Thought (or for 
Experiment's Sake, any common one) long in View 3 
and then let him honeſtly ſay, Whether it be poilible 
for-him to. change the Obje& of Thought . without a 
£{ Judgment of the praftical Underſtanding, or a moral 
| Motive to help him to get free of it. We fay pro- 
verbially, ſawzfe as Thought. The Truth is, a Man 
is under a Neceſſery of Thinking, at leaſt as long as 
he is awake ; but dzficulted to keep any one Thing 
| long in View ; and no Matter what relieves him, 
providing he is relieved. If a Man could Þzzder all 
Succeffion of Thought in his Mind, , or moderate that 
| art Pleaſure, it would þe in his Power, perhaps, rv 
make Time fcem long or ſhort, as he thought, fir, 
with other remarkable Conſequences concerning Plea- 
ſure ard Pain. But, paſſing theſe, Experience cex- 
' tainly ſcars, that even here, it is in the Power of the 


Mind 


( 29 ) 


Mind to effeft a great Variety of Intenſeneſs or Re- 
miflneſs of Thought, by its proper Effort ; which | 


could never be without the Power of keeping the 
Ideas under Confideration a longer or ſhorter Time. 
It js as when a Man looks out at a Window an the 
Fields, he muſt ſee ſomething if his Eyes are open, 


but it would be a Puniſhment ro him to fix his Eyes 
always on one Point, though it is arbitrary to him 


to dire& his View longer or ſhorter while to it. This 
of arbitrary Shifting and Changing is the Caſe in re- 


miſs and ordingry Thinking, without Study or In- 
tention: Where let the Repugnancy be minded 


there would be in ſaying, We could not change the 


ObjeA of Thought without caſting about for a moral 


Motiye to help us to get free of it. | i 
In this Account, for Brevity's Sake, I have de- 


fignedly omitted to ſpeak of a ver Ray Gale =. 
t ey. nave 


thinking, to wit, in @ Train of Ideas, as 
been accidentally related or conneQted __—_ be- 
fore, which happens frequently in an indolent and 
remiſs Poſture of the Mind : Since even ithzs ſhews 
its Undeterminedneſs or Indifferency, when any Re- 
lation, how accidental ſoever, ſerves to draw its 
Attention, where neither moral or phyſical Neceflity 
can be pretended ; and leaſt of all a being deter- 
mined by the moral Motive that we think will be 
moſt for cur Good, as if the Mind were then in Cprt- 


_cern about the Purſuit of its Happineſs, or tr d 
& 


the Difference of Thoughts. And though this Ca 
Is not unfrequent, yet it is rare, in ReſpeR of the 


| arbitrary Command of the Mind ſpoke of before, 


where no Relation of any Kind can be aſſigned for 
the Tranſition. And they who urge this Caſe for 
moral Motives and moral Neceflity, carn07, I think, 


conſiſtently contend for them in a quite contrary 


Cafe. The Difference defeats their Argument, un- 
| leſs this were the univerſal Way of Tranfition from 


Idea to Idea, Suppoſe but three technical Words, 


as Barogco, Comeſtres, Ferino (for Inſtance) were pro- 
| | poſed 
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poſed to be repeated inceffantly only for a Minute, 
"with what Variety, Change, or redoubling ' of the | 
| fame one pleaſed : What Neceffity either' moral or | 
| pre! could be pretended for the 'Tranſpoſttions, 3 
| Mutations, or doubling of the ſame, more or 
 p fewer Times, a Man. might fall upon in that Space ? 
i= Or what Relation for the Tranſition from this to } 
| that, or that.to this? And one might repeat a Word Þ! 
b of three Sylables, I ſuppoſe, 120 Times diftintly in 
'' « Minute. Other more advantageous Suppofitions | 
| might he made. Or behoved a ſecond Trial to be 
In al] Particulars the ſame with the firſt, as it ſhould, 
if, either Neceflity obtained ? All the Determinations 
. muſt be uzer1:g, otherwiſe the Neceffity evaniſhes z_ 
0 and if they are unerring, all Trials muſt go on alike | 
'' without Variation, like a Train 'of Gun-powder. 
1 And this is applicable to innumerable other Inſtances 
bu in Life : A Boy could never repeat wrong, or never 
bl | _ repeat righta Piece of Virgil or Homer. Bp 
W | The Motion of any other Part of the Body (to 
W ſpeak of Motion next) is not much different from 
x  rzhat of the Eyes in the Example juſt now adduced, 7”. 
j or of the Tongue in this ludicrous Trial; performed S 
by an Aft of the Will namely, and often without a 
pry! Decifion of the Underſtanding : For the 
otion 4 the Eyes 3s Motion, and the Motion 
x of ſome Part of the Body, and performed by an 
"NY AR of the Will ; and if it may be performed arbi- 
G trarily, ſo may thatof the Finger, or Hand, or Foot. 
= And to ſay that one could not turn his Eye from a 
Point, or that it was neceſſarily fix'd to that Point, 
till he had conſulted how and where to carry it next, 
would be ſpeaking againſt common Senſe, tho' their. 
Principles 03/zge them formally to maintain this. 
There is ſuch an Arbitrarineſs in this, as there is in. 
Thought itſelf. It is but in ſome few Caſes, where. 
Things of Weight are to follow, that we deliberate 
and reaſon about changing the Obje& of our Thought, , 
or the Poſture and Situation of the Parts of our 


—_— -- = © - D __ - * 


9 Oo, 
Body 3 as when we farfoſe to conſider ſuch a Sub- 
| Je, or do ſich an AQtion, In other Caſes much of 
this 1s done extemporarily, undeſigningly; and with- 
out Neceffity'of any Sort. Confider }a Child of fiye 
or fix Years of Age, and bid him think.cloſs on one 
Thing, or fit in one Poſture, 721] he hus found out @ 
Reaſon for Changing : Indeed the firſt would-be an 
Impoſffibility, 'and "the laſt a Torture to him. EL 
wonder that thoſe Philoſophers, who have contrived 
this Chain of Moral-motive Neceſſity, have never con- 
fidered' the Appearances about zÞat Age; where thero 
_ are arbitrary, unconneRed, undeſigning AQtions and 
Motions-in Abundance. ' I think they might as well 
have ſaid, that a young Puppy ſporting itfelf in the 
Room, or Lambs skipping about upon a Hillock, ex- 
erted\ all their Motions from moral Motives, as ene 
aboat this A ge- And yet who fees not that if Motions 
are neceYarzly'exerted from moral Motives, it muſt 
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* 'There is another Univerſality to be conſidered here. If this moral. 
Neceſſity chains, it muſt be not only with: Reſpe@ to the Aion itle 
but alſo to the Time, Pldce, Manner, and Dagroe of it, which I 
hasnot yet been [Noticed : For it there is not, 2*moral Motive for pperg 
Thing, af this_Kind, .ſome Circurattance will be left arbinary, and 
therefore-indifferent, to..the 7uining of the "whole Scheme. The Tine 
then muſt be nec OR determined to ''a Minute; let this be con 
ſidered with Relation to all Kinds. of {Aﬀiops ;. the ſame-is to. be ſaid of 
the Place, Degree, Manner, which muſt all be linited with infinite” 
Minuteneſs. Imagine one was to firike the Arch of a Circle, to ſhew 
' ſomething fin Geometry: Here there is a. moral Motive. B«t whether 
ſhall the Compaſſes be opened to Half an Inch Radrus, or to 3 ths, 
7 8ths, &5c.fof an Inch? "The Arch be 20, 25. 30, 6c. Degrees? And 
to be (ure there is a moral Motive confining the Center to one indivi- 
dual Point. Who is not aware already of the endleſs Perplexities of 
that will ariſe to the Authors from theſe Things ?. Their moral Motives 
therefore, like Time, Space, Manner, muſt be injinzrely diviſible 
Things. 1f one ſhould ſay, where mo1al argery Pon phyfical Ne- 
ceſſity takes Place, he; would ruin both Kinds of N ty. at ance, - 
making a Mixture of ofpofite Things. ' The Vajonrang of b 
broke; 'or denied, which is enough. If there were 2 phyſical Necellſity for 
the Radins being one half of an Inch, it would not be in Its Power to 
make it more Or leſs. If theze were a moral Necellity of making 
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This is the Liberty of indifference, or converſant 


me, is the Ground and Foundation of Acttion by 
Motive, or after the Judgment of the praQtical Un- 
derſtanding: For if in every Thing the Mind were 
led by a Motive, there would be either no. need, 


or no room for-conſulting z that is, if in every Thing 


the . Mind were led: by Determination, there 'woul 
be #10 room for ſeeking a final Determination, more 
than there would be of a Man's ſeeking the right. 


Way, if it were impoſſible for him. to get out of 


. From theſe we may riſe to more complex ard ins 
tricate Caſes, both of Thought and Motion, where 


the Mind inftitutes an internal Conſultation and De- 


bate, before it. determines in great and important 
Matters. In this Caſe the Mind, (becauſe it has the 
Liberty of Indifference, -and is not tied by unznter- 


Fupted Determination) conſiders the ſeveral Things 


in-Competition, Jeſt or more, very freely ; the Rea- 
ſons for and againſt ; compares aftid weighs 5 and at 
length forms a Reſolution, according to the _ Pre- 
llency of the Motive, and thence proceeds to Aion. 


f this Proceſs, it may do more or leſs, as I ſaid; 
examine Things narrowly, or paſs them over ſuper-_ 
ficially, becauſe of its Liberty and Indifference. If 


z# were filled with the Apginuees of the firſt Thing, 
it could never keep an Ear in Reſerve for the ſe- | 
cond; as Alexander is (aid to have done in FR : 


"i <1 
T ” ” a 4 


Jt 0.51023417906 Parts of an Inch, v. gr; he could never corhply with it, 
nho'ks 6:4 ery of the moral Motive L ts unleſs Men a& from moral 
Motives that they knew nothing of ; [which Thought deſerves a particular 
Conſideration; for this Contradiftion muſt be often true; if in every 
Thing, aid univerſally, the 'Mind were thus determitied} Nor let theſe 
Gentlemen think theſe Suppoſitions fanciful : They ruin their Scheme 
effeQually, and both Schemies, I prefurne, atthe ſame Time. There muſt 
be either a moral Motive, or a fatal Neceflity, for the Length exprefled by 
this Number, or any other that can be aſſigned : Or clſe the Length es 


be arbitrary, as I contend, | 


bf an abſent Perſon accuſed. And it may proceed to 


Aion, tho' it ſhould find no Prepollency of Motive: 


For the having inſtituted an Examination doth not 


take away the Powet which it had before, by what was _ 


faid juſt now,. of determining and ating in Caſes in- 
different. Now. in all this, it is certain there is a 
great Deal of Tranſirzon from Thought to Thought, 
without moral Motives, by the bare Power and Com 


mand of the Will. For deliberating is not made up 


of infinitely little Deliberations, ſo that we muſt de- 


liberate whether we ſhall think on every little - tran- _ 


FHent Thought br not : * Then every Deliberation 
ſhould want Itſelf a previous Deliberation, whether 
3t ſhould be inflituted 

infinite, and thinking an Impoſlibility. Or thus, if 
every Change of Perception wanted «- moral Motive 
before it could be made; that moral Motive itſelf, 
being a Change of Perception, ſhould want' a pre- 
vious one; and ſo 77 infintum z or, as before, all 
Change of Perception ' would be impoſſible; This 
is the Conſequence, if we ſuppoſe the moral Motive 
to be ſought for from wrh?2, and purſued by the 
Mind itſelf: And if we fay it is offered from with- 
01t, ſothat the Mind cannot make a Tranfition from 
Idea to Idea, till the Motive is firſt preſented, and'as 


it were held before it by ſomething elſe, we faw 


| above what Reſult it would turn to. In ſhott; this 
Tranfition from Idea to Idea in the Mind is the 
firſt Spring of Liberty, and' hath never before, as I 


know, been attended to. 'Or at leaft, it is the' firſt 


Exerciſe of our Libetty, where the Iftance is ſo 


fimple and uncompounded, 'that the Advocates for - 


Neceſſity can find no Rbom or Pretence, without 
running themſelves into Contradition and Abſurdi- 
ty- And here again in "this ſecond Suppoſition, let 
it be conſidered, if 2/} Change of Perception is an 


 Impoſſibility upon'it, whether it was PZofeble in the 
Nature: of Things, that God 'could have 'made ra- 


tional Beings, ſuch as we' Men are, orher than free 
55 LR I 29 ROLL NES at Beings, 


: and the Progreffion ſhould be 
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5 RT RY 
Neings, or endued with FA ſpa 
Thought, in Oppoſition to the Being determined in 
the Tranfitions of Perception, by Neceflity of any 


Sort. of CN 
2 what is ſaid, it is tz] farther manifeſt, 
that the Power of aQting in Caſes indifferent, is abſo.. 


þ. Mw » 


From 


Lutely neceflary, or as I ſaid, the Ground-work and, 


Foundation of ating by Motive and Eleftion, Un- 
Leſs the Mind were free to turn the View here and, 


there, in the firſt Suppoſition, it would be led en by 
qne uninterrupted, inevitable Chain of ſtupid, me- 


ag - 


chanical, paffive Perception : And in the ſecond, it 


could never have but one, 2ndividual. Idea con- 


Ranily in View, from the Beginning to the End of 


1ts Exiſtence. | And in both Caſes, 'it would be as 
zners 4 Thing as Matter, with the Addition only of 
« paſhye. Perceptivity, or Seriſe. Thoſe Gentlemen 


had' taken the very laſt Reſult and EffeR of the Li- | 


ber ty of. the ind, Derermingtion to wit, and ex- 


ha LTC 


tended/:it backward. over all the AQtons leading to 


4 * 


It, to..the. deſtroying Liberty, and enſlaving the ra- 


nal. Seoul: Or the Eff 1s made to deſtroy its 070% 
ue. If: all were Derermiuation: there could be no 
eltber ai208. WE od | | | 


Dy he F. 
\ T 
£5 a 


tio 


Oo 


that the, Mind makes the, Tranſition of. Thought too 
quick,: without examining; duely every Paticular. as 
we deliberate 3, and it requi 
tion to prevent this! 
For we.early contra, 
So arbitrary1s the Mir 
ſame; whoſe Experigng 
ſay, Undoubtedly ſuch AFOI 
Hrecif1tate, or getting. a. Habit to. ezrher 
not be,if we wereeither c :d by moral 
or carried on. by phyſical Neceflity : Moral Motives 
would. always equally draw, or phyſical Neceflity 


Nits of rambling in Thought. 
! Nor are there many, I pre- 
. doth, not confirm . what I 
2 Difference v4 ccoll an 
Side, would 


=, 


* o 


equal.drive_us on. Excry Symprome here is againſh 
Neceſſity of any | ks, oF: Or our Fauſt is, 


Renpageons Power of 


Fault in, this, internal woluking rather is, 


nires Praftice and Atten- 
of the Power of Liberty : . 


that 


= Go ie i319 

that we break off our Deliberations z7maturely, 
which it is ſtill in our Power to do, as to make any 
other Tranſition. And after all,” if we can find no 
Prepollency to any two Things propoſed rather than 
the other, we can till a& under that Indifference, by 
the Power of the Will, as much as we can a& in the 
_ Caſes firſt ſpoken of, where there was no Enquiry in- 
 Nituted ; though the Poſſibility of this is abſolutely 
denied by thoſe who would have us under Neceflity 
of one Kind or other : For, as was ſaid, the having 
made an Eoquiey doth not take away the Power of 
_ afting in indifferent Things, which we had be- 
fore we began to enquire. Either we, had no ſuch 
Power then, of we have not loſt it ow. And this 
18 that formal Abuſe of Liberty from which all the 
a I 8 the World have proceeded, of which more in 
a 11ftile, | | | | _ | we: 
\ Hf theſe few plain Obſervations, drawn, I think, 
from common Experience, had been adverted to by 
Mr. Z—s3, Mr. C—1s, and others of that Way, or by 
thoſe who. pretend to admire them, (nine in ten per- 
haps of yowng folzre Readers,) I humbly conceivemuch 
needleſs Debate and Writing, concernin Lanerty 
and Neccflity, might have been ſaved. In difficult 

Enquiries,” when we begin with the moſt complicated 
| Caſes, we razſe Duſt, and make Things darker, in- 
| Rfitead of HErienging Light to them: But beginning 
with the /arple_ and elementary Circumſtances, we 
riſe with more Eaſe and Certainty to the Diſcyfſion of 
#ntricate Poipts. CIs | Fn.” 


Difficulties in Natural Religion an- 
{wered from the former Account 
RT n1- - 


P_ Rom this Account of Tiberty, I believe we 
__ may anſwer moſt of thoſe Difficulties in Natural 
Religion, which are the Occafion of ſuch Pro- 
duQtions as this: And the Writer has brought them 
together, as the Foundation of his Performance, or 
gs if they had forced him on' this Singularity of O- 
pinion. ' Not that there 1s any real Grond to. quar” 
tel the Reaſonableneſs of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
 'or of God's Procedure with us: All ſober and fair 
Men' find Reaſon' enough to 5/tzfy the Methods of 
Peoyidente, and to Humble themſelves before God, un- 
der a due Senſe of their Unworthineſs, Eaults and 
Prevarications ;'only ftout Diſputants ſcorn to be - in 
the: wrong, and will needs 972d:cate themſelves by 
the Force of their own! Reaſon.* Syrely they muſt 
think their Maker a' very fooliſþ Being, who gave 
 2hem a Reaſon ſuperior to- his own, ſo as that they 
might diſcover a Want of it in him 1 The next Step 
to this is to diſcard him for good' and all, and adopt 
Chance for their Creator. Thus they pretend Neceſ- 
ſity, —they were made what they are, —God is good 
and cannot puniſh, —otherwiſe they muſt be excuſed 
» tell 'him, he is a capricious, tyrannical, arbitray 
_ * The firſt Difficulty Ms, how Sin or moral Evil 
came into the World ? Though this 1s of long Stand- 
ing, I cannot help thinking 1t is. an affefed PRO 


F 28. 


-# 
[f Men had obſerved 
ed Things, groweng (if I may fo ſay) like a Plant 5 
or moving like an Animal ; or inherent as an ef- 
ſential Property, which if you take away, you deſtroy 
the Nature of the Subſtance it belongs to ; the Doubt 
had been' pertinent : But when they ſaw themſelves 

and others produce this Thing daily, ſeeking often 


with conſcious Guilt ' to conceal it, the Queſtion be- 


comes ſtrange, and favours much of the ſceptical Spi- 
rit. But to give a diret Anſwer; From what was 
laſt ſaid it is plain, that we may chuſe amiſs, by im- 
mature Deliberation, breaking off our Enquiry too 


| foon, leaning with Partiality to a favorite Side againſt 
our Reaſon, or other unfair Proceeding 3 and by do- 


ing what was in our Power to have ſhyned, and what 
we were conſcious was 2wr07g, we att againſt the Zaw 
of our Nature as reaſonable Beings, againſt our Duty 
as Dependents, and introduce Sin and Diſobedience 
Into the World, It hath been ſhown that the Mind 


hath the Power of Tranfition in Thought, without 


being determined by moral Motives 3 that the Power 
of Ele&ion or Choice, or ating by Motives, ſup- 
poſes this as the Foundation of it, or that which 
makes it poſſible ; and that it 1s not conceiveable in 
the Nature of Things, that God could make think- 
Ing Beings, as we Men are, without this Power ;* be- 
cauſe to alledge a Motive for every Tranſition of 
Thought, if the Motive is offered from without, is 
to make' us perceive mechanically, like the Looking- 
glaſs I mentioned; And that the Mind ſhould caſt 
about itſelf for the Motive of Tranfition of Thought, 
is a ContradiQtion, that being to have made the 
Tranſition already. Thus let Men come out: of the 
Hands of their Creator as perfe&t as it was poſfible, 


Rizll it was impoſſible for them ' to have come our, 
_oethour this Power, if they were to be thinking and 


rational] Beings, And this, I humbly think, is a 
formal Anſwer to the great ſceptical Queſtion, How 
came God to creat Men ſo as to be capable of Sin, 


of 


Sin among the Species of creat- | 
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| fet Indifferenco in the material Univerſe, where, 


38 


lies no Repugnancy, that there ſhould be ſuperior 
Irders of Beings with intuitive or undiſcurſive 
Knowledge 3 or rather this is infinitely probable, and 
agreeable to the Variety and Gradation of the Works 
of God : But I contend that in Creatures who attain 


Knowledge by DeduQtion, Things muſt be as I here 


repreſent them. And I farther contend, that Man 
hath no Reaſon to guaces! with God that he was not 
made one of thoſe ſuperior Orders; ſince, as he was 
made, heſtill Þa4 Power to anſwer all the Ends of 


| his Creation, and attain Happineſs as much as his 


Nature was capable of, The ſame Variety or Gra- 
dation would not allow that all Animals ſhould be 
Elephants, or all Plants Cedars. Befides it would 
be difficult, I think, if not Raſhneſs, to pretend. to 
prove that theſe Beings never a& in Caſes of Indiffe- 
rence: And this the more, ſince Dr. Clark has 
ſhown, that the Deity himſelf operates in ſuch 
Caſes, and hath inſtanced (befides . the . Point in de- 
Þate betwixt him and Mr. . Zezbnzrs) in Fuxia Po- 
fiing, the perfettly ſolid Parts of Matter to each o- 
ther, which muſt be perfealy alike, And certain- 


ly many Particulars could be affigned, in which the 


Nature of the Thing does not allow of a moral Mo- 
tive. And laſtly, in the very higheſt Orders of theſe 
Beings (fince they have not an infinite Comprehenfi- 
en of all Things at once) the Tranſition from 
Thought to Thought muſt be without a Determina- 
tion from moral Motives. The Reaſons above al- 
figned are univerſal ; the Contradiftion, in the one 
Caſe (applicable here), and: the mechanical paſſive 
Perception in the'other., When it is conſidered, I 
ſuppoſe it will be faynd that there is no: Being be- 


| des the Deity with a perfeHly andeſcur/ive or ſimul- 


taneous Knowledges and undoubtedly he deter- | 
mines and a&s in numberleſs Circumſtances of per- 


. ® 


- 


M 39 by 
as I faid, the Nature of the Thing does not admie 
of moral Motives, as perhaps in another Place will be 
ſhown. To return. | OE 2 
Here we may obſerve the Falaciouſneſs of the on- 


ly ſpecious Argument of the Adverfſaries of Liberty, 


which they repeat, and give us upon all Occaſions, 


concerning our yeilding always, and neca{arily to 


the Solicitations. of the ſtronger Motive, which they 

retend 1s enough to exculfare us, whatever we do. 
But contrarily, fince the Mind, by what is faid, 
doth not find itſelf _— to aQ, or which is the 


* 


ſame Thing, not impeded to produce the Aftion, till 


it hath fully conſidered the Prepollency and Regſo» 
nableneſs of the Motive ; it may thus proceed to 
ac, no other Way than it Preczfzrates any other 
Tranfition, [Here in paſſing, I beg one to conſider 
what it would import, if this Freedom of the Soul 
were 2#mpeded, or ſuſpended, as often as it were go- 
ing to-abyſe it, or af raſhbly ; of which ſomething 


farther onh.] And as was faid in a like Caſe above, 
1f it may a&t once without confidering, and in ons + 


Caſe, it may in another, and that for a ſecond Time, 
and a Third: In a Word, it may contra a Habit of 
not. conſidering, and of AQtons ſo performed, For 


repeated Aft of any Kind become a Habit: And if | 
 1t, may contrat one, Habit, it. may another; and 


aſs is to the wrong Side. Habits 


then indeed the Zy 
hat be inſtead hr 


of indulging the contrafted Habit, wilt be a Perſug- 
five Tones Bilened .to, than the Reaſon againſt con- 
tinuing it. And rhus as length, by the Abuſe of 
our Liberty, we bring, ourſelves under a Neceſſity awd 


Slavery of our own Procuripg,; and thoſe. Gonty 


men laying hold of "Things when. they come_t 
Length, prefend | that we always, and necflaril 
Val -o Lt1OT , | 

- and. that the. Mind has no Power to a8 of itſelf, byt 
gs it is led, | In this confifts the Fallacy of _—_ 
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Motives, and the Motives will 
come to fight among. themſelves ; and the Pleaſure 


e Solicitations. of the, Rrongeſt, Motive, 
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Progedure, We ſhould confider Appearances, ere 
they come to this Enrarnglement, in their elementa- 
ry Circumſtances, as was ſaid. When a Man hath 
brought himſelf under the Dominion of any Intempe- 
Fence, be. what it will, and hath diſaccuftomed him- 
ſelf to reaſon or deliberate in the Caſe, Things 
are no longer 2ntire; he is no doubt under a Ne- 
ceſſity [of Habit] and yeilds to the fironger Solicita- 
tion : But he himſelf hath zncreaſed the Strength of 


| that Side, and weakened the Force of the other, and © 


is no more excuſeable than a Man would be, who 
ſhould willingly diſable himſelf from working, out 
of a View to be maintained on Charity. 
And here again I appeal to common Experience, 
whether from the firſt Tranfition of Thought from 
Idea to Idea, and in all the Steps upward, a Maxi 
is not conſcious to himſelf of having abuſed his Li- 
berty, in the Manner, or very near in the Manner, 


as | have repreſented. Indeed he only who can ſay 


he ated always on the beſt Motives he could diſco- 


_ wer (Pag. 15.) who never did a Thing that his 


Reaſon told him was 2wr07zg, has a Right to ask how 


Sin. came into the World. In all others it is 4 dil- 


ingenuous Queſtion. Let me obſerve that all the 
moral Duties are ſo evidenly ſeen, that no Perſon 
'of common Senſe can be ignorant of them : We find 
them owned, nay defended by all. Every Man would 


- be againſt that Perſon who ſhould maintain that to 


Keal, oppreſs, perjure, murder, were Aftions in their 
own Nature as good as their Oppoſites. Surely the 
Secreſie and Concealment with which theſe Things 
. are perpetrated, betrays a Conſcezouſneſs and Guilt. How | 
happy therefore would it have been for the World, 
'3f but a ferw-only could haye faid from their own Ex- 
perience, they. had a Notion how Sin might. have 

come into the World ! It is the better for the Gentle- 
mnen on the other Side, that they are zgnoranr of 
"this undeſireable Peice of Knowledge. But farther, 
. this perfeft Man, who zever did an Aftion contrary 
wa - pre ; ; | Of ROY <A L to 


uw + 
#4 Wo” 


© 41 ) 


to his Reaſon; muſt.go a greater Length, and. fa 


it was 7 
wiſe he;\will ill have a Notion of 'the Poſlibility at 
Jeaft, : haw'Sin [might bave come into the ' World; 
And this//was enough to prevent his. making a Queſti- 
on of, or'doubring about it : For the Poſfibiliry of it 
In himſelf, with. all his £:nocence and PerfefFion about 


him, \will ſhew-him the Pofibe/ty how it might have 


been firſt 'introduced, which 1s the. chief Point pre- 
tended-not!.to: be underſipod. IG, 
- From :what- was ſaid juſt now concerning contra@t- 
Ing'vitious Habits, by a gradual Abuſe-of the Li- 
'berty of: Indifferencs, ;we.' may, anſwer another Diffi- 


culty; or-ſceptical Defence, :2/2+, That we are male 
what: we | are,” and received all: our Faculties from 


the: Being that created us; Therefore, either we can- 


x 
* 


not be:guilty of Sin; or, if we: are, he is accountable, 


< The Creature (ſays this Writer, . Pag. 14.) does 
*. not; «you' know; give. itſelf ' any Faculties,” or Tn- 
* clinations;_ but all is given it by the Creators 
<< 'whoz as he' is-perfeAly. good; could not have given 
* jt ariy- ill ones 3 ard. befides his creating all with 
*« certain Inclinations,and Diſpofitions,, he orders all, 
«& their 'external Circumſtances! as he ſees beſt, £941? 
Whence he infers 'we cannot . be guilty of any Thing 
Evil or Wicked: But contrarily, we ſee from. what 
is ſaid;' that we may -corrupt thoſe Faculties given us 
by the Creator ,072gznally good ; and contract Incling- 
tions in Abundance, which , he neither gave nor de- 
figned«: There is no Diſtinttion here made betweeh 
Faculties and. Inclinatzous, though they are widely 
different's. And becauſe we cannot. give ourſelves any 
new Powe}s.of Afion,,It is inferred we cannot 
contraQ. falſe Appetites and vitious Inclinatiohs, 'As 
to the firſt, confider the Man, who by conſtant De- 
bauches vitiates his Memory, ſtupifies the AQiviry 


and Vigour. of his Mind, and ruins a healthy Con- 


Aitution: | He is-no more like what he was, than an 
Trfirmary. is like an Headany- As to EEE: 


As 


Faffible:for him to have deſigned 2t ;- othet 
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= rining us 'of that Liberty of thinking 


mor fihRandiog 


( 42 


) 
= to give one of the lowed Inftances, would it not be 


ridiculous to ſay, we got the Inclinations to. Swwff and 
Brandy from the Creator, which coſt us'ſo | 
Qualms before we can acquire them? A Habit con» 
trated unnaturally nerhr* will at length come: to 
Pore. 2 regular Call upon us, Tike a ſecond Nature. 

at fair to Infagte Fs God created us with this 

ination, though it hath a very importunate- Solici- 
tation ? Or can this be the Foundation of Impunity 
and Unaccountablenſs ? ? As to what is ſaid concerning 


Gyls $ 2 epvering all our external Circumſtances, as he 


ſecs at nothing can come to 'paſs'but what | 
Sis d, Kok is another "Way of ſhifts zng aver 
Blame upon the Deity ; it is tobe minded, that 
tag TIOk, would by agg external Aftion which 


defigned, cannot impede the wicked 
t, w ich 18 already the Wickedneſs and 
Obli equity from the Rule of Aion; zvizÞour | de- 
f ntnt ee I bave 
wn t effential to; z0n in'pegeral, to our 
/ wh. as dad Defigr - This bank, og to defire 
ake us, beca lo we have nota mind to aR 


_ rationally.  And[if God interpoſed extraordinari - 


impede the external” Aion,” there would | 

ſend Courſe ii in Nature.” 'Ofz 581 'it-reaſonable IT 
o God po Arg rb the Law of Creation,” and'ithe 
3uBch of the Univeiſe, "rather than that we 
ſhould gh yg ge do, 'and' not + 
bu. g TEE; ven us for the beft Purpoſes, :and 
h 1 RP abt us above 'the Brutes?. A- 

ba YR Al rr Stuſpendings and Joier- 
ryptings would be 'ingonfiftent” with a Srare:of Aro- 
hation, which 7 Bly think, by this Time; does 
not want to be. pr But it will be faid, That 2 
th not God." en order every Thing 'as he ſors 
beſet I _alver, Moft udoubrediy : But this without 
ing th he AZtipns of Free wars 1. and adds, 
La Tk is & Wes 'Pitch than'they imagined) will, 
theſe, bring- all wie beagriful and 
Wiſe | 


- 


© 43 ) 

wiſe Iue.. We. are not able to ferÞler the Aﬀaire 
of | the wpral World, beyond his Power to redreſs 
jr FA Bain aro not blameleſs, becauſe an infinitely 


kg doth not ſuffer Diſorder to get: Nw 
Uppertand, the. above Account of Liberty we a an-. 


ſwer another ſceptical Refu uge, 072, That the Fore- 
knowledge. of. the Deity is the Cauſe why the Thing 


fore;known. omes to paſs as is here aſſerted (P. 14 
and generally. infinuated' as an Apology for all our- 
Faults... For thee, the Soul is ſhown' ts have' a ſelf-- 


determining, Fomer, which « 7g chiefly and moſt 
danaly | 1; decermining g white the Things are indiffe- 
plainly that Preſcience 3 is not the 
Conte of Ea Aion eithet moral or phyfical. If the 
w—_ has any ARiity at all, is an LIE 
wil it is the phyfical Cauſe of this Docerminars: 
ſince moral Motives are not adhibited,- it 
8 0; Ad &1o, 1 ſeek for another moral Cauſe. Becauſs 
in theſe indifferent Things the Determination is 
made, and the: Aion. exerted by the native Power 


the N ecelſity "are. ſo fludious to deny, or diſguiſe and: 
this Caſe. And fince this is ſo in Caſes of 


termines. upon. the Occaſion of this Prepollency : Or' 
rather determines £7 the Prepollency i itſelf, and'chat: 
often. wrong, fo much doth'its' Pawer appear, (which: 
I wquld have well noticed); a and rhew otetinines gp” 


AQtion according to that. 
 Aﬀer this, one cannot well help actichle the as 


| ST the, divine' Preſcience may be exp 


it is þuz1; upon moral. Poole, or aQing* from; 


nt... Mo ' and expo 
©: Bropote l $8: accorging to the dis 


moral . ts came not to pal 


tne Dochacs thers — be no F outidation fox Proc 


k 1 ſei "os % 


, 


F ... 4 3 4%) Z 


ing beyond: "y 


of the Soul itſelf, therefore it is that the Contenders) 


Toi rence, it .is alſo true in Caſes of a Prepollency/ 
of Motive : For that only adds a new Modification. - 
to the 'Determination, and it is ſtill 'the Soul that de-'_ 


lained's 
the Agions of 
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 ſhewn it is? What if we g 
rence, where there are no Motivesz or without con- 
fidering them where they-are; or where, when confi- 
dered, they appear equipollent to'us? —= Mult we 
deny the Diving Preſcience then? ——. Is it_right for 
us topretend to explain it, or comprehend the formal 
Manner. of it? Qr to devy it, if we cannot give a 
Cguſe and Reaſon, for it ?!——Befides, how doth this 


a) 


-— 


ſcience. (ſee Page:13.) Here, in this laſt Way of ex- 


prefling it, the . Fore-knowledge itſelf is founded df 


the Necrees, which, are 'at the Bottom'of 'g1l; an 


thus all our Attions are refunded into abſolutely 
Neceſſity: And theſe ſtrange Things, moral Morines, 


are but the Wires and Springs of .irrefiftible* Fate 5. 


and when they aye . prepollent to Murder, Perjury, 


: 
- 


&c. :God preſents them 1 This is modern moral Ne- 
ceſſity! Thus we have the divine Preſcience explain- 
ed;; as allo how it is the Cauſe of our Aﬀions! ——- 


But taking, jt jn the firk Way, 0/5. that'it is bu#le 
upin our afting conſtantly according to the prepollent 
Motive; what if this 1s | 


take away 'the Difficulty ? This Preference *is the 


Cauſe 'of his knowing the ſubſequent "Aion ; ' but: 
aſe of bÞy Bore nowtris) this cpjrond- 
rence, ſuppoſe? In, Diſturbance and' Confuſion ? | ab- 


what''is. the Cauſe © 


ſutdly. and xaſh]y? What becomes" of the Prepollency 
that ſhould ' guid 


4 guide, and, if I may ſo ſay, #luminate, 
| the'diyine Preſcience? Were it; not better, not to pre- 


falſe, as I preſume” l FLIFAA 
a often in Caſes of Indiffe' 


tend to.inveſtigate 'the Reaſon of God's -Fope-know. 


ledge; and yet to confeſs the Thing; becauſe it is 


an"undenigble Perfeftion? Or why ſhould we pretend 


__mbre:to-glve 2 Reaſon for this, than for the Omni- 
Perencs of God? Is God'leſs Almi ghty,' becauſo we 
or the*'forma] "Manner 


annor .tell the, Reaſon why, 
hqw-be is Almighty? Is there pry. in God: but 
what progeeds trom a Cayſe, and may” be 

'That is againſt his uncauſed Nature.——Let it be 
permitted to make a ſhort Obſervation. If once we 


ſup* 


* 


explatned't 


| Cf. a6 J 
.fuppofe the-divine Artelboce may be thus explained, 
the next Step is to deny them: For we will rejets 
what we cannot exÞ/ain. As certain as it is that. 
_ the Exiſtence of @ Being of infinite PerfeQtions is 
clearly demonſtrable; ſo certain is it, from the Nar. 
ture. of the Thing, that his infinite PerfeQions are, 
to us inexplicable, and the formal Manner of them 
incomprehenſible to finite Minds. A Truth which, 
L wiſh were well minded in natural Theology. Dr. 
Clark, from whom perhaps an Authority may be pre- 
tended for this; Attempt of explaining the Preſcience, 
by no Means countenances it. He ſays, —— © Tis, 


©-true,. the Manner bow God can forſee future. 


* Things; without a Chain of neceſſary Cauſes, is 
**,;mpoflible for us to explain diſtinQly ; tho' ſome 
<<. Sort of general. Notion we may canceive of it. For 
*.2a8'a Man who has no Influence on another Perſon's 
* AQions, £9c.” Anda little below, * The diftin& 


* Manner how he. foreſees theſe Things, is indeed 


** impoſſible for us;to. explain, but ſo. are alſo num- 


* berleſs other Things, which yet no Man doubts 
*.of the Truth of it.” |  aaeF.ony 


; With reſpe&' to this Foundation on which. the 


Preſcience-can-only:be buzlr,, it is remarkable enough 
that .the Writer ſeems to contradiQ. himſelf, and at 
once his whole Scheme. Speaking of Things indiffe-' 


rent, or perfeGtly alike, he ſays, we are as neceflarily 


indifferent which -to take 3 and adds, —* In common 


* Afairs,we ſay there is no Choice among ſuch Things, 
<* \L will take the next to my Hand.” ( Page i6.) From 


this it will follow, that God doth: not,; nor cannot. 


fore-know how. we, will act in ſuch indifferent Cir- ' 
cumſtances, fince;chufing from a Prepollency is made. 
the Reaſon why he tore knows any Thing: So'that. 
this Way: of accoupting for the divine, Preſcience in 
Ef=& deftroys it, and the whole Scheme,, as I ſaid: 


' According to it, the Soul in an Equipollency of Me. 


tive' ſhould be unable to att at all, the equal Bat 


Jace keeping her in perfeQ Suſpence, like the Ads 


( 46 ) 
between the two Buiidiee of Hay we: are told of, or" 
the Needle between'two equal Eoadftones. And yet,: 
if in' common. Dife we thay-\ put” to our: Hand; ant 
take what comes riext; either In indifferent” Things 
or without confidering' the Difference z which! cer- 

tainly” we” may do, and affyally do; as! in drawing” 
200, £97 ; the Soul lies the Power they deny her. 
Opon'rhis Concefiort ons might « anon zloog,” withe! 
"at the Prouble' to' ve any WENIOIne 
= - theſe” ſcepricel' Difficulties; © 
' Another <Rivh agxinft Puniſhwmerit'i is: That's: 
SA infinitely happy in'hiniſelf could have »b orher 
hg/ us, but*to coitimunicate' tous all. the* 
Mopar iN i is capable of (Pay: 7.) This 
frony'5: t  Ocepelt & ſuppoſes he has' carried* 

his Point Tos &of* 7 ow uihent';- «hd: ever the: ſober” 


Nig is HEAP ie aus Nh ©t Lpeoaces 
tion in itſelf is ;' but' L 
inthe A plicarion, To argue'in's fnitins,: cola 
mon Ways ; If a great Mii called up aw inferior: Per: 
ſon, with a*Defipn'to raiſe and a@vance- him 3! and: if 
_ this Perſon, inſtead. of ating agreeably to fuck Kind-' 
neſs of Intention, ſibult begin” to flter,- opproſs, ſet 
the Domeſtics «© Variance, ye het abey fow' 


6, 


difadvant agtots Sutiiiſes'of his Bonefator 5-would: = 


he have wb dd Grace" to Raid! on-his Jultification;: 
and- talk Price "and Tyr any, if the Prince ſent: 
him off. with Harte of tis Ariger'? 'Thofe: Gentle: 
en. will obſervg'ar their Leiſate, whether the* 
| art n here'ls Foy 8 Only let chem not reply, 
 thatwe > ibuld: t liave hed it A our: Power” 20x 70" 
| _ ona wn the Kind 'Fnceritions' of a" Benofaftar; | 
fince hav | "that withoat' this Tidings 
c9uld not bale ect rational and thinking 'Cteatures;: 
i it.not enouplr that me Dave's in” our Powly 10: | 
correſpond? Or ftould we have beer'of a' Nature yo! 
| by s wrought like ER Ities'; of have” wed Ee: 


47. 


Happiool forces uponius ? There i is ſomething mean 


To Bop eur ſelves fo couetaus of Seve, and (0 
Ye ardleſs of Reaſon; —* A. good , God could 'have 
<" had -no other 'End-in.oreating us, but ”, ive us 


«the Ha - 4&1 our: Nature :is capable of Let me 


ask what the Meaning of .this is fs it that, Let.us 
work all the Wickedneſs we can, and [i 
leſs of Reaſon as we lift, God ſhopld yet make F; 
as happy and bleſſed, ai  Chn—_ that | 


Ly contrary, behaving as rational Beings, and " 


mo ? "This 'is- m_ aced Gt Mexping to = 
at | Ee 18 
anned; A A WE if 3t 48 not owne 1 neither 


pony tty ſevere Dilegins, ane would. think ; for really 


do not ſtand by this contradiftgry: Abſurdity, 
of, own 


the oy abiſy the-Phing they ,complazn 

ph '1n any "Y = n 

ed: fair Enquiry i avi be foi 
;nels of an After: fate _ <0 
_ and'1ntellefiual 5" 8967 7g Wwe 
wete Pleaſures of any:other K 
who a& againſt Reaſon, ilize _- 
of = pos 5 unfit aheir Nature far 


.be pur- 
l, that the 
in rational 


00. on, | Debapche _ Sep 


Debauchery ſuch /.a 'nob le Pleaſure ? . 
of Health, who want It "gt :this * hon 
&'2” Or are avedels; ſug Agar cl wi 


; /%h- ws _ inot gh an. To 
EEE beren 


* Setiſe For all > naar to; that) t web 

y are not placed-among ae, ER 
onal Natures as if. gac.refylcd tobe A 
{00's Fould' ves Surge aQ * Ayu} 


egenerous, nay wtetchedand baſe i inthis Thought, 
ive as regard- 


eftion nor Complaint. This is a 


} Fe | 


— m—_— ns 


rs COUPE TEIN ITS I OE, 
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2s pate thn ns nnd nor Roa 
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f do not ſee that the preſent QbjeQion, when taken I 
out of the Ambiguity of Expreſſion, is more decent.. 
All the Pleaſure indeed our Nature would. be capable 
of, after a Life thus ſpent, would beito be continued. 
In an Eternity of JWVallowzng 3to:have the Irregula- 
rities, the Wickedneſs of this State, .prolonged with- 
out Bnd. Let theſe Gentlemen, conſider of 'it again, 
and make their Demands for [ Happineſs more con-: 
ſiſtent. If it” is rational | Pleaſures [they | want, the 
Way to ned inets wt they will prevent, uch Qb- 
Jetions 3 and the Purſuit of them here will be followed. 
with the.” endleſs Enjoyment of [them 'in / a . better* 
State : For thus in right Philoſophy z7he Relatzon of 
Things ſtretches out anto 'Bternity.--Moreover ,we 
have multiplied Pain - and Milery. moog Men, 
merely,to enhance more of the;Pleaſures of Senſe; 
for,' once more, all 'terminates:in the Back and, Belly, 
or what is referable to 'theſe;; ſave;'the. Pleaſuers I 
contend for : Is anegartive Puniſhment proportioned 
to this Injuftice ? Not to be:fo. happy, namely, as 
otherwiſe we might have been?  Arinzbilation is the 
preateſt of all negative Puniſhments.” This cannot an- 
wer the znjinzte'Variery'of Offences. If the highe 
| Offerider were 'to be annihilated, (and . ſome ſuc 


- 


facres, Ruitie, - they ' have wough 
Reaſon ſurely concludes that 'the , 


9th and a ſecond Time, nothin 
7cal,) nothing / meg fries than, / 

/ Nor doth any Thing, di 
cover more our [Ignorance of | what-:is:; confiſtent .an 
beautiful than to'deny it. ' Rewards 'alone, fince 8 
Abuſe of Liberty has once enſued, would be. ggain 
the eternal Reaſon of Things. (God. is an;infinitel) 
| «gyro Being, as well as 1nfinitely happy,or. good 

d Proforiion is as neceldary in his dons, as 


Pers 


i A5 
PerſeFion to -his Nature. In fine, this Scheme along 
cap make us as happy as our Natures ate capable of. 
"They bad made up an inconſiſtent Chzmera of Hap- 


-pineſs in, their Minds 3 like Men complaining, that 


| indulging Jgnorance was not the ſtated Courſe of 
Nature to become /earned.. | = 


". The laſt Difficulty I have to notice is, © That Sin 


« and Wickedneſs could not have been introduced in- 


© to the World, contrary to the Defign and Intention 
©« of God, who could not have wanted Means to 
« execute ſuch a good Deſign, ag. 8, 10, 12, 18.” 


This is founded on the we | pr That God muſt. 


have determined or decreed, that Sin or moral Evil 
ſhould 707 be introduced into it : But this is the ca- 


5p Miſtake ; for Decrees are not converſant in the 


Natures of Things about the Exiſtence, or Non- 
exiſtence.of Afions that are to be produced by free 
Agents. In Reaſon the Order of Things ſeems to lia 


thus. If we had net been free, we could not have 
been rational, nor capable of any moral Happineſs, 
This is the firſt Step. As.we are free, our AQionsg 
could not have been predetermined. This is the ſecond. 
And as we have abuſed that Freedom, Puniſhmene 
ſucceeds. This is the third. That which was always 
potlible to be, and comes at length to exift, cannot 
£:0t be : Therefore the Conſequence of it cannot nor 


he. Theſe are plainly the Conditions of a State of 
Probation. And the laſt Step is, that moral Agents 


be limited to a certain Time for this, that Wicked- 
neſs once introduced might not be 60n73nned and 
multiplied in infinitum; and that the Happineſs | of 
theſe who chuſe well and do their Duty, might not 
be for ever zncomplere and ſuſpended. This Ob. 
Je&ion ſcems rather an 2ronzcal Way of denying, or 
doubting that God exiſts, by ſuppofin he muſt have 
done a Thing, which it is certain he Jack not done : 
For all the Rhetorick in the World will never con- 
vince any. Perſon who is in gs right Senſe, that there 
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of human' Liberty, 'thus 


| and Meaſurs of Delinquepcies, may well be uppoſe 


Is, no: Sin and Wickedneſs in the ARions of Men, 


| But the Abuſe of our Freedom ſheive us that th 


IntroduQtion of moral Evil is conſiſtent endugh' wi 
the infinite Petfeftions of Gol, unleſs we are willing 
YO da og O62 £4: PE) g- 
| Thus; if T-might repeat it again, this fingle Power 
made. out, . would, I humb 


think, help us to diſcover the Miſtake in all tv © 
ſceptical Fements, brought for Irreligion, which 
now ſeem ſo ſtrong to forward and /edirions (Reaſoners. 
The Wiſdom'of the Deity ſhines out infinitely mors 
thus, than if the Afions of his Creatures were de- 
termined both in Kind and Degice. For it fews 
more: Wiſdom and Compaſs of Gopernment, ſo to 'or- 
der the AQtons of free Agents, or '{ to apply them, | 
that, notwithſtanding the erplexities, and irregular 


Things we occafion in the moral World, all will -be 


greement, than if 'the Governor of the World had 
ſhewn a Fearfulneſs to let them go. too far out of his 
Power, to reduce. This, in all Probability, will be the 
Theme of Admiration to, all the "rational "Beings of 
the Univerſe, And then even his Goodngſt will thus 
be more Zure and 7atzoriat. Tt would' not be Good- 
neſs, but Partzaliry or Remifueſs, a.confuled Paſſing 
of Things over 3 if no Diftintipn were made berwixt 
fuch Extremes of Morality and Inmotality, as we 
fee in the Lives of Men. If Juſtice be a Perfe&ion, 
(and, let « Man fay it is none) it muſt be. in the unt 
Ceca | Governor 3, and, neceffarily it the. Ny 
Being. And if it be; where elle can it be wſed” if 


Yrought to conſpire to. an Ifue ' full of ' Beauty and 


| not. here? The Kinds, Degrees,. and” Propartio ny 
'Puniſhments, ſuited ro the. Nature, ' Circumſtance 


= 


well be ſuppotc 
to exhibit to view @ rational, Jurpriſing, entert 's 
+6 Scene, All the Procedure, will be, juftified 37} 
by the puniſhed, - God will not be * diſplayed '%n 


michiy Tyrant, but a Being over all, whoſe KAons 


eternal 


p——— ' 


———_ "I" 
2 


\ U LS 
eternal Reaſon prefides. More or leſs would appear 


deformed in the Sight of Men and Angels. His Se+ 
verity will not cancel his Mercy and Goodneſs ; nor 


his Lenity break ny 74 the eternal Proportions of 


Equity and Juſtice, —And if any ſhould think this is 
 declaiming ; let him confider again, whether we can 


exaggerate upon the Subje& of infinire PerfeFions, 


keeping within a Conſiſtency of Ideas. 


FINIS. 
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